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which often appear very unusual to foreigners As a matter of fact,
Japanese patriotism is a kind of super patriotism, which is responsible
for the extremely nationalistic policies of the nation As an instru
ment of self development and of the realization of the common aims
and highest aspirations of the people, patriotism and nationalism have
helped the Empire very well
Some Noble Examples
Examples of the patriotism of Japanese are many and the self-
sacrifices of patriots on the altar of country and duty are an everyday
occurrence in Japan Accounts of cases of harafyrt and suicides due
to a sense of loyalty to something, a principle, a friend, a lover, duty
or country are the commonest daily news
When General Hayashi, Minister of War, learned that an adopted
younger brother of his was convicted of malfeasance as vice mayor of
Tokyo, he immediately turned in his resignation and it was with the
greatest difficulty that he could be persuaded to withdraw it, although
the Government and the public could not see any relation between
the crime of his brother and his official duties However, he said he
was morally responsible for the upbringing of his brother and thus
felt that he, too, must face with him the consequences of the crime
committed
Generals Supreme Sacrifice
General Nogi, of Russo-Japanese War fame, and his wife killed
themselves in a suicide pact, for the General could never persuade
Tnmself that he had not wasted too many precious lives of his
Emperor s subjects in his great victory at Port Arthur A young
army officer s wife committed suicide when her husband was ordered
to Manchuria during the 1931 incident and her reason was that her
own loyalty to her country's cause was such that she felt she should
not divide the attention of her husband between his duties in the